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Community Building1



Community Types

Geographic Social
Ties people together 

through location
Ties people together through 

personal identity



Image credit: Google Street View2017
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Image credit: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation



Image source: Smart Growth America

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/dangerous-by-design/


Image credit: https://www.blackgirlsdobike.org/



Car-Free Central City Portland2



“Car-Free Central City” 2019



Portland Central City Context

Image of typical downtown street
Image of Skidmore Fountain/1st St or Chinatown Festival Block
Image of Ankeny Alley

Image credit: Google Street View



Pedestrian Malls in the 1970s and 1980s

1979

2021

1987

Image credit: Google Street View

Image credit: Chicago Tribune Image credit: University of Illinois at Chicago

State Street, Chicago, Illinois USA

https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-flashback-state-street-pedestrian-mall-20191025-cos5svz7w5dvzgznqouu2xqimu-story.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/uicdigital/5430009026/


Portland Example of a Dead Street

Skidmore Fountain, Portland
Image credit: Google Street View



Findings
● Neighbor support 

and champion

● Pedestrian activity

● Transit, bike, walk 
networks

● Anchor

● Caretaker

● Pleasant 16th Street Mall
Denver, Colorado USA

Image credit: Jack Gray

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jackgray0000/20199276220


Montgomery: Demonstration Street

Before Image credit: Jason Nolin



Montgomery: Demonstration Street

After Image credits: Living Streets Project Team



Adapting for Covid3





Healthy Business
Program

Image credit: 
Portland Bureau of 

Transportation

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/safestreetspdx
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/safestreetspdx


After

Before

After

BeforeImage credit: Google Street View Image credit: Google Street View

Image credit: BikePortland.org Image credit: BikePortland.org
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Portland’s Safe Streets

Image credit: BikePortland.org

Image credit: BikePortland.org



Covid Response

Image credit: BikePortland.org



Case Study: 
Mt Scott-Arleta Triangle Square4



Mt Scott-Arleta Case Study



Case Study: Mt Scott Arleta Triangle

Spike in violence/shootings here in 2021

City leadership wants to try strategies 
that are not police-based

more lighting; gating a large parking lot; banning drivers from the 
Woodstock Interchange, a slip lane at SE 72nd and Woodstock, 
and creating a public plaza to be designed in coordination with 
Better Block PSU; community art projects; and a reduced speed 
limit on 72nd Ave.

Image credit: BikePortland.org

https://trec.pdx.edu/better-block-psu
https://trec.pdx.edu/better-block-psu
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Image credit: Google Street View

https://trec.pdx.edu/better-block-psu
https://trec.pdx.edu/better-block-psu


Started with a temporary implementation

Plastic barrels and striping

Reduction in shootings/violence in this location

Image credit: City Commissioner Hardesty’s office Image credit: BikePortland.org



Full report:
Community Safety Project
Evaluation Report

Image credit: City of Portland

https://bikeportland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Mt-Scott-Project-Evaluation-Final-Report-MHC-1-1.pdf
https://bikeportland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Mt-Scott-Project-Evaluation-Final-Report-MHC-1-1.pdf


Image credit: City of Portland



Case Study: Mt Scott Arleta Triangle

Started with a temporary

Image credits: Mt Scott-Arleta Neighborhood Association 

https://mtscottarleta.com


Case Study: Mt Scott Arleta Triangle

Started with a temporary

Image credit: BikePortland.org



Bedankt!

Questions?

Kerry Aszklar
kerryaszklar@gmail.com

Jason Nolin
hi@jasonnolin.com

Image credit: BikePortland.org


